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City of Seattle

Grregory 1. Nickels, Mavor

Seattle Transportation

Grace Crunican, [irector EE‘: El ".»"E'D
May 27", 2004 el 2004

Mz, Allizon Ray

WESDOT Environmental Coordiratar
Alzskan Way Viaduct Project

208 Third Ave, Sie, 2424

Seattle, Wa 53104

Dear Ms. Ray:

The Seatlle Pedestrian Advisory Board (SPAB) appreciztes the opportunity to comment on the

Alaskan Way Viaduc! project Draft Environmental Impact Stalernent {DEISY. Itis our conviction that
the Elliott Bay waterfront holds for the City of Sesttle and indeed the enfire State of Washinglan, 2
tremandeus opponunity 1o capdalize an our natural and creative resourcss o develop urban space
that will support regional transpontalion neads in 2 way that balsters, rather fhan hinders, development
of eommunity and continuity in that lecale.

As such it seems abpropriate to begin by reiterating the principals that SPAB has suppored

throughaout the planning phases of this project:

&

Create an excellent pedestrian facility separated from bicyele 2nd motorized vehicular fraffic
along Seattle's Ellct! Bay waterfront

Landscaping. adjacency 1o transit and to thriving businesses are the keys to & padestrian-
ariented waterfrant serving Both tourists and the stekehalders of Seatlle

Improve visual access 1o, and the aural environment of, the waterfront
Increase easl-wast connections between Cascada/South Lake Unian and Uptawn

Mitigate raised porions of 99 entering Battery Street Tunnel and sauth of downtcwn by
activating the space below them

Any usage of access reads i any alignment should de-emphasize zuto usage of the access
raads by making tham feel like pedestrian space

Activate medians with padestrian fagilties such as fransit stops and kiosks

Incorporate Blue Ring planming concapts

SPAB also fully suppons Seattle's Cantral Waterfront Plan and advises the project team to

keep the plan's workbook in mind ag the vizduct optizns are reviewed. Please contact Dennis Maiar
at DFD for a complete copy of the docurment

Regarding the DEIS document, ganerally speaking we find it lacking in s efforts to address

gpesfic detzils related to the pedestrian envirenmenl. W urge that factors such as quality and
craracter of madians #nd sidewalks be addressed in full and spacific detail in the mair bady of the
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forthcoming final EIS. Of equally great importance is the fact that the creafion of suitable pedestrian amenities
cannot fall to the wayside in the case of funding shortfalls or unforeseen costs. SPAB feels strangly that the final
DEIS must clearly indicate agency responsibility and existence of funds,

The following are additions we see necessary to meeting the needs of the pedestrian viewpoint in this

docurmnent;

*

Construction impacts: Section 10.9 notes that new pedestrian routes will have to be established to
replace the Waterfront Trail. but declines lo name the new routes until the preferred alternative is chosen
Sacton 10.10 menfions the barmer effect the construction will have on the mindzet of pedestrians, but
again the DEIS is not specific about the nature of the “temporary sidewalks or ather routes” mantioned
Construction will last several vears and idenfifying the new or temporary routes is critical to the cholee of
alternatives.

T it i includin & {tralleyh tran n; SPAB would like to s2e a detailed plan for the
re-rouling of transit resources in the area. The DEIS states that route changes for buses and the trolley
will accur during construction, but we believe these route changes are important and will be in place for a
while, so they should be detailed.

Accommodaling those with Digabilties: SFAB would like 10 see a commitment lrom the project team lo
implemnenting wherever possible proven methods 0 dugment and improve the pedesinan envircnmeni
for those with disabilities. The preject feam has an excellent opportunity to make the Elliott Bay
waterfront @ premier space for pedestrians of all abilities, and while best practices guidelines may not ye!
exist far some innovations i pedestrian signalization. we believe such a commitment should be clearly
delineated in future decumants

Fedesirian Promenade fané: 11 is the position of SFAB that the pedestnan area described in the surface
road section af every alternatiye is lacking both in detail and in pedestrian onentation for a highly used
doswntown pedestrian comidas, SPAB urges the project io view the entire araa betwesn the edge of the
right of way and the edge of the roadway as belonging to the pedestrian zona. This includes any access
roads. parking, and dedicated strestcar lanes.

It miust be abundantly clear thal pedestrizns come at the top of the hierarchy m s zane, followed by
transit, and vehicles. The appropriate atmasphera can b created by making the zone all ane level and
providing amenities to ensure that the frontage road discourages vehicle speeds aver 20 miles per hour,
allowing for safe and free maovement of padestrians in that area. SPAE asks that this area be addressad
in significantly mora detail in the final EI5.

Crossing freatments: As the six-lane roadway proposed for the surface treatment of all alternatives
creates more hazardous canditions for pedestrians than currently exist today. SPAB believes mitigatian.
and detailed sxplanation of that mitgation is essential, While the document in many inslances mentions
thal crossings will exist, the nature of the crossings is not speciied We suggesl thal a rased crosswalk
be used al intersactions 10 create. in fact and in feel. a safe ransition for pedestrians through the highway
almosphere inta the pedestrian 2one. Crossing higrarchy should be identified in the plan for the prefarred
altermalive.

Finally, considerng the encrmous cost of the project, and the decade it will take 1o be built, SPAB

sirongly suppers selection of an allernatve that gives aur city and our state the greatest value for genarations o

COrme.

Please continue to consider SPAB a resource for informed citizen opinign regarding AWWVR planning.

sincerely
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Ay Clark ™
Sacretary
Sealtle Padestrian Advsory Board



